
How well do teachers understand standardized test results? What factors 

predict how much a young reader comprehends? How can video games 

improve science instruction for students with learning disabilities?  

The answers to those questions are among many that Washington State 

University College of Education faculty members are pursuing. Their 

expertise ranges from arts education to social justice leadership, from sport 

management to therapeutic hypnosis. Among them are the faculty and 

graduate student researchers at WSU’s Learning & Performance Research 

Center (shown above; see story, page 2).

Our researchers are based on campuses in Pullman, Spokane, the Tri-Cities, 

and Vancouver. By sharing some of their 2011 accomplishments, this 

brochure will give you a glimpse of their important work. To catch up on 

our latest research news, browse a searchable list of research topics, and learn 

how you can support education research, please visit us online.

education.wsu.edu/research

Because education needs  

big ideas.
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Learning & Performance Research 
Center tackles big educational 
psychology questions 
The latest advances in cognition, measurement, and pro-
gram evaluation all converge at the Washington State Uni-
versity Learning & Performance Research Center (LPRC).

The center’s multidisciplinary approach to solving real-
world problems is attracting top graduate students from 
around the world. Among them is Antonio Valdivia, whose 
main research interest is examining the validity of assess-
ments administered internationally—for example, U.S. 
graduate school admission tests. 

“In another project at the center, we’re assessing critical 
thinking tests—using data from Korea, China, Turkey, and 
the United States—to see if critical thinking is measured 
similarly across cultures,” he said. “Personally, I’m also 
working with Mexican universities to adapt emotional intel-
ligence tests to the Spanish language.”

Associate Professor Brian French, director of the LPRC, 
says the center provides an integrated group of laboratories 
studying program evaluation, human learning and perfor-
mance, and psychometrics. 

Other faculty members affiliated with the center are Assis-
tant Professor Olusola Adesope, Assistant Professor Jessica 
Lester, and Professor Mike Trevisan. 

“Besides creating our own substantive teams, we work 
with other organizations to improve the quality of educa-

tion and its assessment,” says Trevisan, founder of the cen-
ter and now associate dean of research and external funding 
for the College of Education.

The LPRC evaluates assessments for government agencies, 
school districts, corporations, and testing companies, and 
conducts methodological studies. Recent projects include:

 • Appraisal System for Superior Engineering Education Evalu-
ation—Instrument Sharing and Scholarship, funded by the 
National Science Foundation 

 • Evaluation of Delta High School, funded by the Paul Allen 
Foundation 

 • Increased Accuracy in the Detection of Differential Item 
Functioning Through Multilevel Analysis, funded by the 
Institute of Education Sciences 

 • BRIGANCE® Inventory of Early Development III/ 
BRIGANCE Screens standardization project, funded by  
Curriculum Associates 

 • Analysis of Differences between Three Groups in  
Washington Schools, funded by the Washington  
Education Association

To learn more about the center, visit  
education.wsu.edu/research/lprc.

David Slavit,  
Boeing Distinguished Professor
In 2011, mathematics education expert David Slavit was named a Boeing Dis-
tinguished Professor in the Washington State University College of Education.

Slavit is using the $50,000 Boeing award to support his research into how 
students learn and how teachers can help them. He would like schools to get 
away from teaching math as a set of facts and skills to be mastered. Instead, he 
thinks math lessons should be conversations focused on students’ ideas—an 
approach that prepares them for real-world, on-the-job situations. 

The five-year Boeing appointment goes to a researcher working in the fields 
of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education. Slavit 
will use some of the Boeing funds to develop a STEM partnership involving 
faculty on all four WSU campuses.
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Selected research accomplishments 
Searchable lists of our researchers, by name and topic, are available online at education.wsu.edu/research.

Associate Professor Michele Acker-Hocevar 

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP

Acker-Hocevar, M., Cruz-Janzen, M., & Wilson, 
C. L. (2011). Leadership from the Ground Up: 
Effective Schooling in Traditionally Low Performing 
Schools. Charlotte, NC: Information Age Pub.

This book chronicles the journey of seven 
schools serving students of poverty, English 
language learners, and students of color, which 
were able to sustain school improvement for a 
decade on either state and/or national criteria 

that measure student performance. The book demonstrates that 
it takes an entire school working together with their communities, 
adding to the social and cultural capital of their students and 
families, to create and nurture what the authors call a Learning 
Partnership for sustainable school improvement.

Associate Professor Susan Rae Banks-Joseph 

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Antony, P. J. & Banks, S. R. (2011). “Understanding Families  
from India Residing in the United States: Implications for  
Culturally Responsive Services.” Multiple Voices for Ethnically  
Diverse Exceptional Learners, 12(2), 2010, 1–12. Council for 
Exceptional Children. 

This study explored the “lived experiences” of two upper-middle 
class families from India that have children with disabilities. Its 
findings provide insight into the parents’ beliefs and perceptions 
about disabilities, their goals and expectations for their children, 
and their views of inclusive education programs. The authors 
discuss implications for culturally responsive practices, and 
recommend directions for future research. Co-author Pavan J. 
Antony, a WSU doctoral graduate, teaches at Adelphi University.

Professor Areed Barabasz and Professor Marianne Barabasz 

CLINICAL HYPNOSIS

Barabasz, A. F., Barabasz, M., & Watkins, J. G. (October 1, 2011). 
“Single-Session Manualized Ego State Therapy (EST) for Combat 
Stress Injury, PTSD, and ASD, Part 1: The Theory.” International 
Journal of Clinical and Experimental Hypnosis, 59, 4, 379-391.

Patients with combat stress injury, Posttraumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) or acute stress disorder (ASD) have been exposed to events 
beyond normal human experience, such as major accidents, 
assault, combat, natural disasters, rape, sexual abuse, or torture. 
They suffer numerous debilitating symptoms. The article describes 
the theoretical basis for abreactive hypnosis to treat PTSD. Two 
experimentally controlled studies meeting evidence based criteria 
have been conducted to test the theory. The results show a lasting 
cure rate of about 75 percent at three and four months. The 
authors recommend a large-scale followup study with hundreds of 
patients. This research led to doctoral student Clara Christensen’s 
dissertation, which has been nominated for the APA Ernest R. 
Hilgard “best thesis award.”

Associate Professor Jennifer Beller 

SPORT MANAGEMENT

Lumpkin, A., Stoll, S.K., & Beller, J.M. (2011). Practical Ethics in 
Sport Management. Jefferson, NC: McFarland Pub.

Leaders and managers throughout the sporting world face ethical 
challenges on a daily basis. Should an athletic director chastise 
an unruly but influential supporter? What factors should affect 
an athlete’s eligibility? Is competitiveness acceptable in youth 
sports? This text shows aspiring sports management professionals 
how to identify the moral issues in sports and develop principle-
centered leadership practices to lead with justice, honesty, and 
beneficence. Among the issues addressed are the conflict between 
sportsmanship and gamesmanship, violence in sports, racial  
and gender equity, performance-enhancing drugs, academics, 
and commercialization. 

Associate Professor Jane Kelley

CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

Brady, J. E., Johnson, J., & Kelley, J. E. (May, 2011). “Within the 
Pages of a Book: A Critical Analysis of Caldecott Award Books.” 
Presentation at the annual convention of the International Reading 
Association, Orlando, Florida.

These researchers update and expand past studies on Caldecott 
award-winning literature by critically examining the representation 
of gender, class, ethnicity, and artistic style and medium. Their 
premise: “As a literacy community, it is vital to continually 
examine children’s books of all genres, formats, and notability if 
we are to foster greater equality of representation in literature.” 

Professor June Canty 

TEACHER INDUCTION

Canty, J. (2011, March). “The Stories of Four Beginning  
Teachers: Case Studies of Promising Induction Practices in  
Rural School Districts.” Presentation at the annual meeting  
of the American Conference on Rural Special Education, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

This presentation focused on teacher induction in small and rural 
school districts. It was designed to help district administrators 
understand what effective supports they may offer, and to interest 
teacher educators who can help their graduates seek teaching 
positions in rural school districts. 
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Professor Tim Church, Research Associate Marcia Katigbak 
Church, and Associate Professor Brian French 

COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY

Church, A. T., Alvarez, J. M., Mai, N. T. Q., French, B. F., Katigbak, 
M. S., & Ortiz, F. A. (2011). “Are Cross-Cultural Comparisons 
of Personality Profiles Meaningful? Differential Item and Facet 
Functioning in the Revised NEO Personality Inventory.” Journal of 
Personality and Social Psychology, 101, 1068-1089.

This article, published in the top journal in personality and  
social psychology, demonstrated that the most widely used 
personality inventory in international research lacks measurement 
equivalence across cultures. The results call into question recent 
comparisons of inventory scores across cultures in order to draw 
conclusions about mean cultural differences in personality. The 
paper was co-authored with several current or former students in 
counseling psychology.

Clinical Assistant Professor F. Michelle Richardson 

STUDENT ATHLETICS

Crowley, C., Jackson, E. N., Polite, F., Lyons, R., & Richardson,  
F. M. (2012). “Factors of HBCUs Student Athlete University 
Selection.” Presented at the 79th Annual Southern District 
Association Conference of the American Alliance for Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance, Orlando, Florida.

The purpose of this study was to determine what influenced track-
and-field student athletes to attend a NCAA Division I Historically 
Black College or University (HBCU). Thirty-four teams participated 
in the study for response rate of 81 percent, with an overall 
response rate of 65 percent. The top identified choice factors 
were opportunity to play, degree program, academic support, 
college head coach, location of school, chance to travel, athletic 
traditions, campus social life, athletic facilities, and position coach. 

Associate Professor Deanna Day 

FAMILY LITERACY

Day, D., & Lum, K. (2011). “Lessons Learned from Family 
Literature Circles.” Journal of School Connections, 3(1), 3-36.

This article recounts a study in which 25 fifth graders and their 
families participated in five rounds of family literature circles over 
the course of one school year. The analysis revealed that families 
learned together, relationships were strengthened, children were 
excited about reading, and families talked about preadolescent 
topics and social issues. 

Associate Professor Michael Dunn 

WRITING INSTRUCTION

Dunn, M.W., (2011). “Ask, Reflect, Text: Illustrating Story Plans 
with Art.” Journal of Research in Childhood Education, 25(4),  
376-389.

Nine second-grade students who struggled with writing 
learned the Ask, Reflect, Text (ART) strategy to help them better 
address the content that should be included in narrative stories. 
Participants’ results demonstrated improved story length, content, 
and quality as compared to baseline scores.

Professor Joy Egbert 

MEDIA LITERACY

Egbert, J., & Huff, L. (2011). “‘You’re a Winner’: An Exploratory 
Study of the Influence of Exposure on Teachers’ Awareness 
of media literacy.” International Journal of Computer-Assisted 
Language Learning and Teaching, 1(4), 33-48.

Pre-service teachers will need to help their future students 
understand the influences under which the Internet operates. 
The purpose of this study was to explore pre-service teachers’ 
awareness of Internet hegemonies and investigate whether and 
how this awareness changes after a classroom lesson, activity, and 
practice focused on media literacy. Seventy teacher education 
students participated, and the data indicate that even brief 
exposure to media literacy principles might make a difference in 
the ways that teachers perceive and use computer-based media. 
Dr. Egbert and WSU doctoral graduate Leslie Huff of St. Martin’s 
University were nominated for paper of the year in the area of 
educational technology by IGI Global for this paper. 

Professor Gisela Ernst-Slavit 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

Ernst-Slavit, G., & Mason, M. (2011). “‘Words that hold us up’: 
Teacher Talk and Academic Language in Five Upper Elementary 
Classrooms.” Linguistics and Education, 22, pp. 430-440. 

Using ethnographic and sociolinguistic perspectives, the authors 
examine the oral academic language exposure students received 
from their teachers during mathematics, social studies, and 
language arts instruction in five upper elementary classrooms. 
Findings suggest that English language learners in these 
classrooms had limited opportunities to hear the specialized 
language of the content areas, and encountered a variety of 
opaque terms (e.g., homophones, idiomatic expressions), which 
can potentially hinder understanding. These findings have 
important implications for understanding the subtle and overt 
aspects of the language of school, increasing our understanding 
of teacher talk during content area instruction, and preparing 
educators to teach the unique linguistic demands of each 
academic content area.

Associate Professor Brian French 

PSYCHOMETRICS

Finch, W. H., & French, B.F. (2011). “Estimation of MIMIC Model 
Parameters with Multilevel Data.” Structural Equation Modeling,  
18, 229-252.

This simulation study assessed the performance of latent variable 
models that take into account the complex sampling mechanism 
that often underlies data used in educational, psychological, 
and other social science research. Analyses were conducted, 
accounting for and not accounting for, the nested data to 
determine the impact of ignoring such multilevel data structures 
in full structural equation models. Results highlight the differences 
in modeling results when the analytic strategy is congruent  
with the data structure and what occurs when this congruency  
is absent. 

Selected research accomplishments
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Associate Professor Susan Finley 

CULTURAL STUDIES

Finley, S. (June 2011). “Ecoaesthetics: Green Arts at the 
Intersection of Education and Social Transformation.”  
Cultural Studies—Critical Methodologies, 11 (3), 306-313.

This article followed a plenary session with a similar title 
presented at the International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry to 
demonstrate potential for an educational aesthetic that broadens 
engagement in K-12 STEM education. A chapter that further 
develops the topic will appear in N.K. Denzin and M. Giardina, 
Qualitative Inquiry and the Politics of Advocacy.

Assistant Professor Janet Frost 

TEACHER EDUCATION

Frost, J. H. & Brown, C. E. (2011). “Cross-Sector Learning: 
Transforming an Elementary Methods Course through 
Collaboration and Standards-Based Grading.” In T. Lamberg & 
L. R. Wiest (Eds.), Proceedings of the Thirty-Third Annual Meeting 
of the North American Chapter of the International Group for the 
Psychology of Mathematics Education, pp. 1391-1399. Reno, NV: 
University of Nevada, Reno.

This publication is the description of a secondary-postsecondary 
collaboration that resulted in major improvements to the  
author’s course design and assessments—a change that students 
reported helping them focus on learning, not just grades.  
The presentation/conference experience by Dr. Frost’s  
co-author, a high school teacher, led him to express interest in 
pursuing his own doctorate.

Professor Gail Furman 

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP

Furman, G. (November 2011) “School Leadership, Social Justice, 
and Action Research: Implications for Preparation Programs.” 
Presentation at the UCEA Convention, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

This paper is the draft of a chapter in a forthcoming book on 
action research and school leadership. The author shows the links 
between action research as an emancipatory methodology and 
leadership for social justice in K-12 schools, as it is conceptualized 
in current literature. She argues that leadership preparation 
programs need to prepare school leaders to be action researchers 
and offers explicit recommendations for preparation programs.

Associate Professor Stephen Kucer 

READING INSTRUCTION

Kucer, S.B. (2011). “Processing Expository Discourse: What Factors 
Predict Comprehension?” Reading Psychology, 32, 567-583.

This research investigates relationships among processing 
behaviors and their link to comprehending expository scientific 
discourse. Students orally read a chapter on geographical 
formations, followed by a retelling. Using Pearson’s chi-square 
and logistic regression, it was found that clauses were recalled 
whether the clause had been read with no miscues or with 
corrected miscues. Clauses containing uncorrected miscues were 
significantly less likely to be retold. The sole potential predictor 
of main ideas was the number of clauses retold. These findings 
suggest that the concept of accuracy may not be as significant as 
suggested in the fluency research.

Assistant Professor Kristin Huggins 

STEM EDUCATION

Huggins, K. S. (2011). “Professional Communities of School 
Leaders and Teachers in Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) Secondary Schools.” Washington State 
University, Office of Grant Research and Development, New 
Faculty Seed Grant, $12,496.

Through a competitive grant application process, Dr. Huggins 
obtained funds to study the professional communities of two 
STEM secondary schools in the Puget Sound area. This project 
allows her the opportunity to understand how the professional 
communities in these innovative schools work to increase student 
engagement and achievement in STEM disciplines. It builds 
upon her research concerning math and science professional 
communities in traditional comprehensive and small high schools, 
and will inform her involvement with the creation of a STEM 
school in Vancouver, Washington.

Professor Cathryn Claussen 

SPORT MANAGEMENT

Hur, Y., Ko, Y.J., & Claussen, C.L. (2011). “Acceptance of Sport 
Websites: A Conceptual Model.” International Journal of Sports 
Marketing & Sponsorship, 12(2), 124-138.

In this project, researchers developed a conceptual model  
(the Sport Website Acceptance Model) to better explain sports 
fans’ decision-making processes in their acceptance and use 
of sports websites. Salient variables included consumer sports 
involvement, psychological commitment, and informational 
needs, as well as perceptions of website trustworthiness, 
usefulness, and ease of use. This research is an initial step in 
filling an important gap in the literature. There is little existing 
research applying consumer behavior theories to online consumer 
behavior, particularly in the context of the sport industry.

Assistant Professor David Cassels Johnson 

LANGUAGE POLICY

Johnson, D.C. (2011). “Critical Discourse Analysis and the 
Ethnography of Language Policy.” Critical Discourse Studies 8(4): 
267-279.

As part of a special issue on combining ethnography with critical 
discourse analysis research methods, this article highlights 
how both can be used to investigate the multiple layers of 
language policy creation, interpretation, and appropriation. 
The analysis focuses on how some educators are positioned as 
arbiters of language policy, while others are positioned as mere 
implementers, in the education of bilingual students in the School 
District of Philadelphia. 

Selected research accomplishments
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Assistant Professor Kristin Lesseig 

MATHEMATICS INSTRUCTION

Lesseig, K. (2011). “Mathematical Knowledge for Teaching Proof: 
Evidence from and Implications for Professional Development.”  
In L. Wiest & T. Lamberg (Eds.) Proceedings of the Thirty-third 
Annual Meeting of the North American Chapter of the International 
Group of the Psychology of Mathematics Education. Reno, NV: 
University of Nevada, Reno. 

This paper and subsequent presentation at the annual meeting 
of the International Group of the Psychology of Mathematics 
Education (PME-NA) focused on the framework for Mathematical 
Knowledge for Teaching Proof (MKT for Proof) that the author 
developed through an empirical study of teachers’ proof-related 
work in professional development. The MKT for Proof framework 
specifies mathematical and pedagogical content knowledge  
of proof that supports teachers when they engage students in 
proof-related tasks. The framework provides an important  
analytic tool for further research and evaluation of teacher 
learning opportunities.

Assistant Professor Jessica Lester 

COMPUTER-MEDIATED COMMUNICATION

Lester, J. N., & Paulus, T. M. (2011). “Accountability and Public 
Displays of Knowing in an Undergraduate Computer-Mediated 
Communication Context.” Discourse Studies, 13(6), 671-686.

The authors present findings from a larger study focused on the 
discursive patterns found in computer-mediated communication 
venues. Drawing upon discursive psychology, they examine the 
talk of undergraduate nutrition science students within blogs, 
exploring ways in which the students, when asked to write 
blog posts on their beliefs about and experiences with dietary 
supplements, displayed knowing in dynamic and fluid ways. 
Findings highlight how students oriented to the blogs as a venue 
for institutional talk responding to the required academic task 
while simultaneously managing their identities as students.

Associate Professor Tonda Liggett 

TEACHER EDUCATION

Liggett, T. (June 2011). “Critical Multicultural Education and 
teacher sense of agency.” Teaching Education. New York: 
Routledge Taylor & Francis Group. 22(2). pp. 185-197.

This chapter describes a research project in which Dr. Liggett 
examined the intersection between local and global to better 
understand how teacher education can work to support and 
strengthen the possibility for critical pedagogy to be realized 
in teachers’ classrooms. The findings indicate that structural 
obstacles undermined these teachers’ ability to visualize and  
place aspects of social justice and diversity at the foundation  
of instruction. 

Assistant Professor Matthew Marino 

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Marino, M. T., Basham, J. D., & Beecher, C. C. (2011). “Using 
Video Games as an Alternative Science Assessment for Students 
with Disabilities and At-Risk Learners.” Science Scope, 34(5), 36-41.

This article describes challenges faced by students with learning 
disabilities and other at-risk students as they encounter traditional 
science curricular materials in middle school. It discusses how 
Universal Design for Learning, a framework for developing 
curricular materials, can be incorporated in video games to 
increase the accessibility of standards-based science content.  
The article includes techniques for integrating science video 
games with classroom instruction and assessment. It concludes 
with issues teachers should consider as they evaluate video for 
their classrooms.

Associate Professor Tamara Nelson and Professor David Slavit 

TEACHER COLLABORATION

Nelson, T. H., Slavit, D., & Deuel, A. (published online September 
2011; print publication in press). “Two Dimensions of an Inquiry 
Stance: A Theoretical Model for Understanding and Supporting 
Teachers’ Collaborative Work.” Teachers College Record. 

This article describes a theoretical model for describing, 
supporting, and researching teacher interactions in collaborative 
inquiry contexts. The model arose from an analysis of six years of 
teacher research, including over 300 transcripts of collaborative 
teacher meetings. The research was part of a $1.9 million  
National Science Foundation Teacher Professional Continuum 
Award for a study of professional learning communities amongst 
secondary science and mathematics teachers commonly known  
as STRIDE. The grant, which ended in 2011, led to more than  
20 refereed publications and 40 national and international 
research presentations. 

Assistant Professor Jo Olson 

MATHEMATICS EDUCATION

Olson, J., & Knott, L. Principal investigators. “Making 
Mathematical Reasoning Explicit (MMRE).” $4.99 million grant 
from the National Science Foundations’ Mathematics and  
Science Partnership.

This grant will develop a cadre of mathematics teachers to serve 
as school- and district-based intellectual leaders and master 
teachers in small, isolated rural school districts in central and 
eastern Washington and northern Idaho. These teacher leaders 
will improve mathematics instruction through sustained school-
based professional development that leads to an increase in 
the number of students who use the discourse of mathematical 
reasoning, increase the percentage of students who meet 
or exceed standards on the state assessment, and complete 
challenging, advanced, secondary mathematics courses. Research 
on the professional development model will indicate how a focus 
on mathematical reasoning impacts students’ achievement. 

Selected research accomplishments
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Professor Forrest W. Parkay 

TEACHER EDUCATION

Parkay, F. W., & Stanford, B. H. (1998). 
Becoming a Teacher. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

The 9th edition of Forrest W. Parkay’s book 
Becoming a Teacher was recently published by 
Pearson Education. The text is used at colleges 
and universities around the country. The 7th 
and 8th editions have been translated into 

Bahasa Indonesia, and the 8th edition translation of the book into 
Mandarin was recently released. 

Associate Professor Amy Roth McDuffie 

MATHEMATICS EDUCATION

Roth McDuffie, A., Wohlhuter, K., & Breyfogle, L. (2011). 
“Tailoring Tasks to Meet Students’ Needs.” Mathematics Teaching 
in the Middle School, 16 (9), 550-555.

This article discusses strategies for middle school mathematics 
teachers as they adapt commercially published curriculum 
materials to their students’ learning needs, backgrounds, and 
experiences. In an effort to connect research to practice, the 
authors draw on research on teachers’ practices to present  
issues and considerations for effectively implementing 
mathematics curriculum.

Professor and Dean A.G. Rud 

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

Rud, A. (2011). Albert Schweitzer’s Legacy for 
Education: Reverence for Life. New York:  
Palgrave Macmillan.  

Albert Schweitzer’s Legacy for Education is the 
first book devoted to the study of the thought 
and deeds of Albert Schweitzer in relation to 
education. Schweitzer’s life and work offer both 
inspiration and timely insights for educational 
thought and practice in the twenty-first 

century. Focusing on Schweitzer’s central thought, “Reverence 
for Life,” Rud assesses Schweitzer as a prophet for social and 
educational change. He develops the concept of practical 
reverence in education and describes the impact of Schweitzer’s 
thought upon the moral dimensions of teaching and learning in 
today’s schools.

Assistant Professor Pauline Sameshima 

ART EDUCATION

Sameshima, P. (March 2011). “Mothering and Meth 1, 4, & 
6 Photography and Text.” National Art Education Association 
Women’s Caucus Exhibition: Creativity, Imagination, and 
Innovation (p. 3). National Art Education Association  
Women’s Caucus.

Dr. Sameshima’s research artworks, created from an 
interdisciplinary project on methamphetamine addiction and 
recovery, were accepted to a competitive juried exhibition and 
published in an art catalogue publication. The National Art 
Education Association is the leading professional membership 
organization exclusively for visual arts educators. 

Clinical Associate Professor Gene Sharratt 

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP

Sharratt, G. C. (2011). “Ethical Leadership: A Code to Live by.” 
Curriculum in Context, 37(2), 8-10. 

Ethical leaders know a moral code and a strong sense of ethics is 
not an option, it is an expectation that is measured each day with 
each decision and each action. A strong sense of ethics is one of 
the most desirable characteristics of a leader. Curriculum in Context 
devoted the fall 2011 journal to the theme, “Leading with values 
in troubled times.” 

Associate Professor Paula Groves Price 

SOCIAL FOUNDATIONS OF EDUCATION

Tozer, S., Gallegos, B. P., Henry, A., Brushnell 
Greiner, M., Price, P. (2011). Handbook of 
Research in the Social Foundations of Education. 
New York: Routledge.

Parts one and two of this volume present the 
theoretical lenses used to study the social 
contexts of education. These include long-
established foundation disciplines such as 
sociology of education and philosophy of 

education as well as newer theoretical perspectives such as 
critical race theory, feminist educational theory, and cultural 
studies in education. Parts three, four, and five demonstrate how 
these theoretical lenses are used to examine such phenomena 
as globalization, media, popular culture, technology, youth 
culture, and schooling. This volume helps readers understand 
the history, evolution, and significance of a wide-ranging, often 
misunderstood, and increasingly important field of study.

Assistant Professor Sarah Ullrich-French 

HEALTH AND FITNESS

Ullrich-French, S., Smith, A. L., & Cox, A.E. (2011). “Attachment 
Relationships and Physical Activity Motivation of College 
Students.” Psychology & Health, 26, 1063-1080.

This article represents an extension of Dr. Ullrich-French’s 
dissertation research integrating attachment and self-
determination theories in the examination of college student 
physical activity motivation. Psychology & Health is an 
international journal promoting the study and application of 
psychological approaches to health and illness.

Selected research accomplishments



“We’ve found a really high 
correlation between motor skills and 
perceptual awareness, quantitative, 
verbal, and memory skills.”

 —Associate Professor Jennifer Beller, 
who engages her WSU students and 
local school children in the research-
based SMARTKIDS program. 

WSU College of Education
PO Box 642114

Pullman, WA 99164-2114
509-335-1738
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